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Handicapable 
Rocks!
Our own Mary Ellen, Max 
and Wilson entertain the 
Handicapable group on 
January 25th.

Chili Day
The atmosphere in the kitchen was 
certainly warm and full of fun. This is 
the prep crew who put together the 
delicious chili served on Friendship 
Sunday, January 29th.
above: Jane Grogan and Mary Ellen 
Moore (sporting onion shades), Chris 
Pinnington, Sally Beattie, Astrid 
Pinnington and Elizabeth Greenshields.
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What a strong sisterhood the 
United Church Women has been 
for so many years.  Which of us, 
of a certain age, will forget our 
mothers speaking of the WMS 
(Women’s Missionary Society) 
and the WA (Women’s Auxiliary), 
the institutions that formed the 
basis of the UCW?  Long before 
the women of the United Church 
began to take 
an active 
role in the 
administration 
of church 
affairs, they 
were faithful 
supporters 
of Christian 
missions both 
at home and 
abroad. In 
their own 
churches and 
communities 
they were 
founts of 
comfort 
and care 
providing 
casseroles, 
pies, jellied salads, cookies, 
coffee and tea not only at dinners 
and meetings in the church 
but delivered to homes in need 
due to illness, bereavement, or 
poverty.
At Timothy Eaton Memorial 

Church, two groups carry on 
the proud tradition of the UCW,  
though as the lives of women 
have changed greatly in the last 
two generations, so have their 
activities in the Church.
The Flora McCrea UCW Group 

has for many years provided 
a strong volunteer base at 
TEMC.  If you come to our 
meetings you will see faces that 
are very familiar, smiling from 

photographs of the helpers at the 
Women Together Garage Sale, 
greeting and ushering at Sunday 
services, pouring coffee and 
tea at congregational meetings, 
saying hello from the desk in the 
Volunteer Office, or preparing 
the elements for Communion 
Sundays. Many are also elders, 
Stephen Ministers, and members 

of various commities in our 
church. We meet regularly on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month, from 11:30 to about 
2:00, beginning with a chat over 
coffee and tea (always coffee and 
tea in churches) and sandwiches 
from our bag lunches.  Then we 
listen to a speaker (recently Terry 
Fallis of our own congregation) or 
share an activity (like having fun 
identifying women in the Bible) 
and finish with a brief business 
meeting.  Twice a year we 
enjoy everyone’s best dishes at 
potluck lunches (obviously eating 
together is important to us), and 
once a year we put on a fund-
raiser so that we can contribute 

financially to the life of our church 
and to our favourite outreach 
projects.  We are friendly women 
of faith and we welcome new 
members with pleasure.
Also part of the UCW is the 

Community Service Group, which 
has a ninety year history in our 
church. The six members meet 
every Thursday morning all year 

round, 
including 
the summer 
months, in 
the West 
Assembly 
Hall at ten 
a.m. or so. 
(No strict 
deadline 
here.) 
Needles are 
busy with 
knitting, 
crocheting, 
quilting and 
sewing as 
the women 
make 
warm hats, 
scarves, 

baby clothes, and other items for 
donation to the Scott Mission or 
to needy First Nations children.  
After a morning of work and 
conversation they attend the 
weekly Sprint luncheon in the 
Flora McCrea Auditorium.  They 
are always happy to have new 
members, and if you enjoy needle 
work or would like to learn a new 
skill, you can be assured of a 
warm welcome.  
The UCW’s long history of 

friendship and service remains 
unbroken at Timothy Eaton 
Memorial Church.  If you would 
like more information about 
either of these groups, please call 
Margaret Bird at 416-443-0038.   

The United Church Women
By Margaret Bird
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The Sanctuary Guild was formed in 1938 when 
the chancel was added and the main body of the 
church was transformed into a nave. The chancel 
was built and dedicated in memory of Sir John Craig 
Eaton and given by his wife, Lady Flora McCrea 
Eaton and their 
children. With the 
opening of the 
new chancel with 
the Light of the 
World window the 
Sanctuary Guild 
was founded and 
guided by Lady 
Eaton.
From the 

beginning 
Guild members 
have dedicated 
themselves 
to the care, 
maintenance, and 
preservation of 
the vestments, 
linens and all the 
holy vessels used 
in the chancel 
and chapels 

during regular and special services.
The nearly 100 strong members organize 

themselves into monthly groups to ensure that 
chancel and chapel preparations are made for all 
church services, communions, weddings, funerals 

and baptisms.
For 74 years 

the women of 
the Guild have 
worked hard 
to maintain 
these duties to 
an exemplary 
standard of 
excellence. 
If you would 

like to join this 
group and assist 
in these duties 
please contact 
Astrid Pinnington 
at 416-654-6030 
or Elizabeth 
Greenshield at 
416-236-4829.

The Sanctuary Guild
ByAstrid Pinnington

When there is a disaster in the world, the 
United Church is able to quickly contact Mission 
and Service partners to learn the needs of the 
community. Through M&S, we can respond 
immediately without waiting for donations to arrive.
Our hearts ache when we witness the devastation 

of a humanitarian crisis—disaster triggered by 
climate, political instability, war, or violence.
How does the United Church respond when 

disasters happen? Through Mission and Service 
global partners working in affected communities 
who are able to coordinate a response that reaches 
the grassroots. We also respond through the ACT 
Alliance that brings together churches and agencies 
from around the world in response to crisis.

The United Church of Canada nurtures long-term 
partnerships which mean that we are present 
before, during, and after crisis. Through Mission 
and Service partnerships, the United Church is 
made aware of, and responds to, many situations 
that don’t make TV or newspaper headlines. 
Thanks to Mission and Service, the United Church 
is able to commit to partners for the long—and 
often challenging—tasks of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction.
Your gift to Mission and Service strengthens the 

United Church response to humanitarian crises 
around the world. 

Mission & Service
A Mission and Service story from The United Church of Canada
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The collapse of Fannie Mae, 
Freddie Mac and Lehman Brothers 
helped trigger an economic and 
financial crisis that not only 
swept across the globe but is 
still felt today.  News coverage 
of the financial crisis seems 
to be omnipresent. The world 
learned about the foreclosing of 
houses, the crippling of stock 
markets and the rising debt 
taking over nations.  Words such 
as bleak and gloomy became 
commonplace in our everyday 
language.  But amongst these 
dark clouds of turmoil, 
is a bright message that 
reflects the good that is 
humanity.  
This message can 

be found in a report 
published by the 
Charities Aid Foundation 
entitled, the World 
Giving Index, which 
undertook the largest 
study into charitable 
behaviour across the 
globe, including a 
total of 153 countries. 
The good news is that 
despite the economic 
turmoil, the world gave 
more to charity in 2011 
than in previous years.  
The report did not focus solely 

on the amount of donated money 
though.  Instead, three aspects of 
giving behaviour were examined, 
including: helping a stranger, 
volunteering time and giving 
money.  The reason for having 
three different indicia is meant to 
reflect our culturally diverse world 
where ‘giving’ means different 
things across different parts of 
the world.  This three part recipe 
allows anyone and everyone 
to help out in some way. The 
standard, “I don’t have enough 
money excuse” clearly does not 
apply.

The United Church of Canada 
supports this multifaceted 
approach to giving.  Not only 
does the church provide for 
monetary donations, but also 
volunteer opportunities.  One 
such opportunity is for people 
to become “Enthusiasts” of the 
Mission and Service Fund.  It is 
this fund that spreads the work 
of the United Church across 
Canada and the world.  Since its 
inception in 1999, an Enthusiast 
is an individual who raises 
money for the fund and feels 

passionate about helping others 
see the connection between 
God’s generosity to us and our 
thankful response to God that 
we express through giving.  It 
is the Enthusiasts who ask for 
help on behalf of those who 
cannot.  Without the help of the 
Enthusiasts, the Mission and 
Service Fund would not have such 
a profound effect.    
According to the Index, the 

most popular form of giving was 
to help a stranger (47 per cent), 
followed by donating money (29 
per cent) and volunteering time 
(21 per cent).  Overall, the top 
five countries in the 2011 World 

Giving Index are:
1.	 United States of America
2.	 Ireland
3.	 Australia
4.	 New Zealand
5.	 United Kingdom.
Canada dropped from third place 

overall in 2010 to seventh place 
overall in 2011.  Specifically, 
in light of the three aspects 
mentioned above, Canada ranked 
15th overall when it came to 
giving money, 21st overall in 
volunteering time and 13th 
overall in helping a stranger.  

Despite the overall drop, 
these scores do make 
me feel proud to be a 
Canadian – eh?
Interestingly, the 

report found that 
prosperity and giving 
do not necessarily go 
hand in hand.  Of the 
countries finishing in 
the overall top 20, only 
five are found in the 
World Bank’s top 20 
by GDP per capita.  It 
should thus come as no 
surprise that Thailand 
has become the top 
country to give money.  
The report also found 

that those between the ages of 
25 – 34 were most likely to help 
a stranger and, those over the 
age of 50 were the most likely to 
volunteer their time and donate 
money.
What I find truly fascinating 

about this report is its 
acknowledgment that one can 
partake in charitable behaviour 
even if one does not have 
sufficient funds.  So if you’ve 
thought about wanting to help, 
but do not have the money to do 
so, why not consider becoming an 
Enthusiast and playing a critical 
role in the United Church!

The Giving World
By Ian Hull
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On Tuesday, February 28, 2012 our Junior and 
Youth Choirs performed in the 69th Kiwanis Music 
Festival. The Junior Choir sang “I See the Love 
of God,” composed by our founder Dr. David 
Ouchterlony and received a 1st place Gold award 
with the mark of 88.  It was our honour to perform 
a piece written by the founder of the choir school. 
The Youth Choir also performed a piece by a 
former musician of our church, “Where the Spirit 
of our God Is” by Edward Connell, receiving a 
2nd place Silver award with the high mark of 86. 
Congratulations Choristers!

We are very proud of both choirs for performing 
brilliantly, and for beautifully representing TEMC 
while sharing God’s love through music.
The Junior Choir will repeat their delightful 

performance of “I See the Love of God” for our 
TEMC church family on Palm Sunday, April 1. 
Please join us as we remember, Dr. David 

Ouchterlony by singing his magnificent piece of 
music in honour of his birthday.
� Wendy Brooks

On February 10th, our church celebrated 
Valentine's Day weekend with our annual Songs of 
Love and Passion concert. This year, our concert 
was surrounded by the theme of Spanish music 
with a spicy groove to many of the arias, art songs 
and piano duets! We opened our concert with a solo 
Flamenco dance number Sevillanas, featuring our 
guest artist La Mari. Throughout the night, a great 
variety of solos, duets and ensemble repertoires 
were performed by the Sanctuary Choir leads. The 
concert ended with a fun staged performance of 

Toreador from Bizet's Carmen, involving all our 
performers. The highlight of Songs of Love and 
Passion 2012 was definitely our acappella version 
to the orchestral overture of The Barber of Seville 
performed by a sextet. Singers pretended to be 
various orchestral instruments and delivered a 
comedic performance to end our first half. I would 
love to thank all our volunteers, TEMC staff and our 
wonderful performers for an amazing evening. 
� Elaine Choi

TEMC Sings!

Songs of Love and Passion

Kiwanis Music Festival



Go Green!
If you would like to adopt a greener 
lifestyle, save trees, and money spent 
on postage, this newletter is available to 
receive by e-mail. 

Please send your current email address to: 
sonyaswainsbury@temc.ca 

Golf Anyone?
Hold the date! The 12th Annual 
TEMC Golf Tournament will take 
place at Station Creek Golf 
Club (the North Course) on 
Thursday, May 31! 

TimothyU
Adult Christian Learning

Spring Program
Men’s Groups

Tuesdays 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursdays 7:00 - 8:30 a.m.

Let the Son Shine In 
led by The Rev. Andrew Stirling 
Monday June 12 
7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Summer Program
Tuesday Bread 

Tuesdays 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
July 3 – August 28

To register, contact the 
Volunteer Office, 416-925-5977, 
or The Rev. David McMaster,  
416-925-8494 x222. 

Come and bring a friend. 

To the Glory of God

Marion Cogdon

Dorothy Leatch

Frances B. (Peggy) Lindsay

Julie Rankin

Mary Helen Taylor

Joyce Wilson

Weddings

Lexy Fifer & Frank Catania

 Tara Dempster & Rob Rutledge

Alexandrea (Alex) Jones  & Tucker Grant

Under the auspices of the 
Pastoral Care Committee and 
the leadership of The Rev. Dr. 
Jean Hunnisett, the new LGBT 
group at TEMC provides pastoral 
support to members of all sexual 
orientations, their families and 
their friends. Please join us as 
we provide Christian support, 
to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender members, as well 
as to their families and friends at 
TEMC.  Meetings are occasionally 
held on a Sunday in the 
Reception Room. Look for notices 
in the order of service.

Introducing the LGBT Group


